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About	
  the	
  California	
  Digital	
  Newspaper	
  Collection	
  
The	
  California	
  Digital	
  Newspaper	
  Collection	
  contains	
  over	
  500,000	
  pages	
  of	
  significant	
  historical	
  
California	
  newspapers	
  published	
  from	
  1846-­‐1922,	
  including	
  the	
  first	
  California	
  newspaper,	
  the	
  
Californian,	
  and	
  the	
  first	
  daily	
  California	
  newspaper,	
  the	
  Daily	
  Alta	
  California.	
  

• Search	
  by	
  a	
  person’s	
  name,	
  or	
  browse	
  by	
  newspaper	
  title	
  or	
  date.	
  
• Searchable	
  Text	
  was	
  created	
  using	
  Optical	
  Character	
  Recognition	
  (OCR).	
  	
  This	
  means	
  that	
  there	
  

are	
  easily	
  recognizable	
  errors	
  in	
  the	
  character	
  recognition.	
  You	
  can	
  quickly	
  and	
  easily	
  “Correct	
  
this	
  text”	
  and	
  help	
  others	
  find	
  things	
  more	
  easily	
  (“pay	
  it	
  forward”).	
  

• Newspapers	
  published	
  before	
  January	
  1,	
  1923	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  domain	
  and	
  have	
  no	
  restrictions	
  
on	
  use.	
  	
  To	
  cite	
  the	
  collection	
  if	
  you	
  do	
  publish,	
  quote	
  from	
  or	
  reproduce	
  an	
  article:	
  California	
  
Digital	
  Newspaper	
  Collection,	
  Center	
  for	
  Bibliographic	
  Studies	
  and	
  Research,	
  University	
  of	
  
California,	
  Riverside,	
  <http://cdnc.ucr.edu>.	
  

• The	
  history	
  of	
  several	
  of	
  the	
  major	
  newspapers	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  under	
  “Other	
  Documents”.	
  
• The	
  website	
  also	
  includes	
  issues	
  of	
  several	
  current	
  (2000-­‐2012)	
  California	
  newspapers	
  that	
  are	
  

part	
  of	
  a	
  pilot	
  project	
  to	
  preserve	
  and	
  provide	
  access	
  to	
  contemporary	
  papers.	
  
	
  

	
  

Go	
  to	
  cdnc.ucr.edu	
  or	
  
Google:	
  California	
  Digital	
  
Newspaper	
  

Start	
  by	
  searching	
  for	
  
unique	
  surnames/names	
  
using	
  the	
  simple	
  search	
  on	
  
the	
  landing	
  page.	
  

• “Exact	
  string”	
  	
  
• Boolean	
  searches	
  (AND,	
  
OR,	
  NOT)	
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Narrow	
  Results	
  using	
  
Advanced	
  Search	
  	
  
• Narrow	
  date	
  range	
  
• Limit	
  to	
  article	
  
headings	
  	
  

• 	
  “Drill	
  down”	
  to	
  specific	
  
publications,	
  
categories,	
  or	
  decades.	
  	
  

• Click	
  to	
  select	
  specific	
  
articles	
  to	
  view,	
  print,	
  
save,	
  share	
  via	
  social	
  
media.	
  	
  

	
  

Add	
  a	
  Tag	
  

Create	
  a	
  tag	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  
locate	
  and	
  group	
  your	
  
articles.	
  	
  

	
  

“Pay	
  it	
  Forward”	
  

Quickly	
  and	
  easily	
  correct	
  
OCR	
  text	
  errors,	
  making	
  it	
  
easier	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  find	
  your	
  
own	
  family,	
  and	
  for	
  others	
  
to	
  find	
  their	
  families.	
  

Click	
  on	
  Correct	
  this	
  text	
  

1. Follow	
  text	
  line	
  by	
  line.	
  
2. Correct	
  as	
  much	
  or	
  as	
  
little	
  as	
  you	
  have	
  time	
  
or	
  interest	
  to	
  do.	
  

3. Click	
  [Save]	
  to	
  
complete	
  corrections.	
  

	
  

	
  


