
 

DNA: An Introduction to Genetic Genealogy 

What is DNA? 

Why is DNA Valuable? 

Types of DNA 
yDNA

mtDNA 

atDNA 

xDNA 



  
 

DNA and Genealogy 
Ethnicity 

Projects 

Chromosome Mapping 

Adoptions 

Brick Walls 

DNA Companies 
AncestryDNA 

www.ancestry.com/dna

MyHeritage

FamilyTreeDNA 

www.familytreedna.com

23andMe 

www.23andme.com  



  
 

3rd Party Tools 
GedMatch 

www.gedmatch.com

DNAGedcom 

dnagedcom.com

DNA Painter 

ISOGG Wiki 
isogg.org/wiki

Genetic Genealogy Standards 
www.geneticgenealogystandards.com

DNA Vocabulary 
Admixture Ethnic Origins

Autosomes

atDNA (autosomal DNA)

Base Pair

cMs (centiMorgans)

Chromosome

Chromosome Browser

Chromosome Mapping

DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid)

DNA Circle

DNA Project

Endogamy

Ethnic Origins

Family Finder

Genetic Communities



  
 

Migrations  

Genetic Distance

Genetic Genealogy

Genetic Genealogy Standards

Haplogroup

Haplogroup Project

Haplotype

IBD (inherited by design)

IBS (inherited by state)

ISOGG Wiki

Match

Mitochondria

MRCA (most recent common ancestor)

mtDNA (mitochondrial DNA)

Mutation

NPE (non-paternal event)

Nuclear DNA

Nucleotide

Paper Trail

Phasing

Surname Project

Triangulation

xDNA

yDNA


