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About Posen and the Poznan Project 
 Posen records timeline: 

– 1815-1848  Part of Grand Duchy of Posen 

– 1848-1871  Province of Prussia 

– 1871-1918  Part of German Empire 

– 1919 Ceded to Second Polish Republic in Treaty of Versailles  

 Index is crowd-sourced, covers both civil and church records (both Catholic and Protestant) for 

the area. 

 Original project covered 1835-1884, now expanded to include 1800-1899. 

 Approximately 75% of available records have been indexed. Project is ongoing. (You can help!)  

 

 

Start with a Simple search. 

http://poznan-
project.psnc.pl/?lang=en 

Results show geographic 
clusters. 

Not particularly helpful for 
more common surnames. 

 

 

Refine your search. 

Choose a first name/variant 
from the list or [Any]. 

Note the icons for male and 
female search criteria. 

Before1820, families in 
Poland did not have fixed 
surnames (“spouses without 
lastnames”). 
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Add additional criteria. 

[Pull down] / [Pull up] to 
control access to fields. 

Use location, religion, years 
to narrow results. 

Protestant = Lutheran 

Sub-regions defined by 
district groupings in 1890. 

 

 

Select a location and define 
search radius. 

Displays both German and 
Polish names for same 
location.  

Narrow or expand search 
radius to get fewer or more 
results. 

 

 

 

Review results. 

Location names parish, gives 
record availability. 

Original record specifies 
archive/FHL film. Order the 
film to see the full record. 

Add to clipboard to save 
multiple search results. 

 

Use multiple databases in 
combination. 

Leverage FamilySearch, 
Ancestry, MyHeritage, 
Wielkopolska Genealogical 
Society (WTG "Gniazdo"), 
State Archives in Poznan, 
and others. 

 

Review District contents. 

Date range, number of 
records, when published. 

Green check = complete. 
 


