Identifying Your Ancestors, and Overcoming Hurdles

A process summary of multiple best-practice FamilySearch articles written by experienced genealogists

For further information, see: "Research Resources" at https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Research_Resources
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References and Notes e Collect multiple records for each ancestor, especially

primary records. They are eyewitness accounts of
events.
e Review the entire record, as it may contain important
additional information.
e Do not trust transcriptions, as they can often contain
errors.
e Proximity implies relationships e.g.: a minister who
performs your ancestors’ marriage, may be related to
your ancestors.
Ask lots of questions about your ancestor, such as why
they immigrated. Imagine all the possible reasons, and
then attempt to disprove or prove each reason.
e Cite all information sources.
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