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Finding	
  Your	
  Patriot	
  Ancestor	
  (and	
  
others!)	
  Using	
  the	
  Resources	
  of	
  the	
  DAR	
  	
  
Jeanne	
  Sutherland	
  
Volunteer,	
  Williamsburg	
  (Virginia)	
  Family	
  History	
  Center	
  
jeannesutherland@yahoo.com	
  

About	
  the	
  Daughters	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Revolution	
  (DAR)	
  
• Any	
  woman	
  (18	
  or	
  older)	
  who	
  can	
  prove	
  lineal	
  descent	
  from	
  a	
  Patriot	
  in	
  the	
  American	
  

Revolution	
  is	
  eligible	
  to	
  join.	
  
• Patriots	
  include	
  soldiers,	
  and	
  “anyone	
  who	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  cause	
  of	
  American	
  freedom.”	
  	
  

	
  

Click	
  on	
  [GRS]	
  
(Genealogical	
  Resources	
  
System)	
  to	
  get	
  started.	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

Ancestor	
  
Search	
  by	
  name	
  and	
  state	
  
for	
  any	
  patriot	
  
documented	
  by	
  the	
  DAR.	
  

	
  

Member	
  
• Search	
  for	
  a	
  member	
  by	
  
ID	
  number.	
  	
  

• Other	
  DAR	
  records	
  refer	
  
to	
  member	
  ID	
  number.	
  	
  

	
  

Descendants	
  
Find	
  out	
  which	
  of	
  your	
  
ancestors	
  joined	
  the	
  DAR.	
  
• See	
  some	
  application	
  
details.	
  

• View	
  that	
  individual’s	
  
pedigree.	
  

• Member	
  #	
  provides	
  
name	
  of	
  DAR	
  applicant.	
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GRC	
  
(Genealogical	
  Records	
  
Committee	
  Reports)	
  
Master	
  index	
  to	
  old	
  
publications	
  –	
  Bibles,	
  
cemetery	
  transcriptions,	
  
unpublished	
  records.	
  

• Title	
  gives	
  clues	
  about	
  
the	
  records.	
  	
  

• Page	
  lists	
  all	
  names	
  also	
  
listed	
  on	
  that	
  page.	
  	
  

	
  

Bibles	
  
Search	
  by	
  surname	
  (given	
  
names	
  work,	
  too!).	
  
• Title	
  -­‐	
  Note	
  geography.	
  
• Page	
  -­‐	
  see	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  all	
  
names	
  on	
  that	
  page.	
  

• Library	
  Catalog	
  -­‐	
  Helpful	
  
for	
  planning	
  your	
  next	
  
trip	
  to	
  the	
  DAR	
  library.	
  

	
  

Resources	
  

Two	
  databases	
  plus	
  a	
  
research	
  guide	
  and	
  list	
  of	
  
genealogy	
  web	
  site.	
  
• Analytical	
  Card	
  Index	
  –	
  
refers	
  to	
  publications	
  
you	
  may	
  find	
  locally	
  or	
  
digitized*	
  

• Revolutionary	
  War	
  
Pension	
  Index	
  

• Forgotten	
  Patriots	
  
Research	
  Guide	
  

	
  
Search	
  Tips:	
  

• Less	
  is	
  more.	
  
• If	
  no	
  descendant	
  has	
  submitted	
  an	
  application,	
  a	
  patriot	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  included.	
  
• Use	
  advanced	
  search	
  to	
  narrow	
  your	
  results.	
  

*Search	
  WorldCat	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  closest	
  public	
  library	
  where	
  the	
  book	
  can	
  be	
  found,	
  or	
  get	
  the	
  book’s	
  ISBN	
  and	
  request	
  it	
  through	
  
Interlibrary	
  Loan.	
  	
  Digitized	
  versions	
  of	
  many	
  published	
  works	
  no	
  longer	
  under	
  copyright	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  at	
  books.google.com,	
  
archive.org,	
  hathitrust.org,	
  and	
  other	
  digital	
  repositories.	
  


