
 

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Probate 
United States Probate Research 

 

Probate Basics 
What is Probate? 

Genealogical Value of Probate Records 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Probate Terminology 

 Administrator/Administratrix

 Administrator with will annexed

 Bequeath
 Bondsman Surety
 Codicil
 Decedent
 Devise
 Executor/Executrix
 Guardian

 Intestate Estate
 Personal Property
 Real Property
 Surety Bondsman
 Testate Estate
 Valid Will



  
 

The Probate Process 
Testate Estates 

 
 
 
 
 

Valid Will
 

 

Intestate Estates 
 
 

 
 

Settling the Estate 
 

 
 

 

 

Finalizing the Probate 
 
 
 

 

Probate Records 

 Wills



  
 

 
 Petitions

 Proving of the Will

 Letters

 Bonds

 Guardianships

 Inventories and Appraisements

 Bills of Sale

 Annual Accountings

 Estate Settlements

 

 Decrees of Distribution



  
 

 Receipts

 Court Cases

 Partitions

Research Strategies 
 

 
 

 

Finding Probate Records 
Probate Records Online 

 Ancestry.com ($)

 FamilySearch.org

 

Probate Records Onsite 


