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Purpose of the Wiki

1. Provide genealogical research guidance 

2.  Allow genealogists to share knowledge with each other

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purposes of the FamilySearch Wiki are: [Click once, read, click again, read].



Topics Covered in this presentation:

1. How to Register as a User

2. Searching for Articles and Navigation

3.  How to Edit and Contribute Articles



What is a Wiki?

A free online database 
Anyone may search for answers or 
information without registering
Anyone may edit or add information after 
registering

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talking Point: Use the bullets as guides to briefly summarize what a Wiki is and how it works.



1. How to Register as a User
wiki.familysearch.org (no “www”)



Why Register?

Users do not need to register to search 
for articles
Registration is necessary to:
– Edit almost any page
– Add new pages or articles
– Add helpful links to other websites
– Add links to other pages in the wiki
– Communicate with other contributors



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In your Internet browser, type in “wiki.familysearch.org.” (no www.) Click “Register” located directly below the “Username” box in the upper right-hand corner of the screen.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the “Create Account” screen, type in a unique username



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the “Create Account” screen, type in a password. Re-type the same password in the box below.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the “Create Account” screen, type in an active e-mail address.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the “Create Account” screen, type in your real name. Your real name will not be viewable by other users in the wiki, just to you when you are signed on.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you want the computer to “remember” your login, check the box next to “Remember my login on this computer.” Next time you visit the wiki.familysearch.org, you should automatically be logged onto the Wiki.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, click “Create account” to submit the information you just typed in. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After successfully completing the registration form, the following screen will appear. One more step is required to finish the registration process. You will need to click on a link in your e-mail before your account is active.



Remember: 
Before your registration is complete, 

you will need to open the e-mail 
message sent to you by 

support@familysearch.org, and click 
on the blue link in the e-mail.



Sample E-mail message

user1@email.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After opening your personal e-mail account, open the message from “support@familysearch.org,” and click on the link shown above to complete registration.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After clicking on the link in the e-mail message, you should see the following screen. This completes the registration process. The next time you login to the FamilySearch Research Wiki, you will be ready to edit or add information as a user.



2. Searching for Articles and 
Navigation



Search for Research Help

Anyone can search for articles (no need 
to register)
Go to wiki.familysearch.org (no “www”)
Type a word or words in the search box

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Without registering for the FamilySearch Wiki, anyone can search for research help in the form of articles. 



Denmark

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the English version of the FamilySearch Wiki. If you are familiar with Wikipedia, this site will seem familiar. Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia. The FamilySearch Research Wiki is an encyclopedia for Genealogical Research guidance and advice. To locate articles, type a subject in the search box [Click for highlight box]. To search for information about research in Denmark, type the search words in the search box [Click to “Type” Denmark] then click, “Search.” You don’t need to be registered to search for research help in the wiki.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of the content on the FamilySearch Research Wiki is different. Some searches will take you directly to portal pages like this one. A portal page is not an article on a specific topic, rather a gathering place for articles about a specific area or subject. Some localities contain more information than others. New information is added to the Wiki every day. This page contains several links to information for beginner researchers in Denmark. Click on “What’s the next step.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of the content on the FamilySearch Research Wiki is different. Some searches will take you directly to portal pages like this one. A portal page is not an article on a specific topic, rather a gathering place for articles about a specific area or subject. Some localities contain more information than others. New information is added to the Wiki every day. This page contains several links to information for beginner researchers in Denmark. Click on “What’s the next step.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This article suggests possible research goals for beginners. This article informs us that in order to locate an ancestor’s birthplace, we may need to look at Emigration or Immigration records. Notice the blue text on the page. This blue text links to another article in the FamilySearch Wiki. Click on this link to learn more about Danish Emigration and Immigration. This will teach beginners about records of individuals who move to other countries from Denmark, or moved to Denmark from other countries.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This article includes detailed information about Danish Emigration and Immigration. Notice that under the heading “Passenger Lists,” is another blue link. This one has a tiny box with an arrow at the end of the link. This means it this is an external link. If you click on this link, it will open another window and take you to a website outside of the FamilySearch Research Wiki. The FamilySearch Research Wiki will remain open, so that when you are finished looking at the external link, you may return to the place you last searched. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
From this page, you may return to the Denmark Portal Page, or begin a new search. We will search for “start genealogy.”



Start Genealogy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Or you may begin a new search. Notice that the search box has moved to the side navigation bar. You don’t just have to search for names of places. For example, if you want to know how to start doing genealogy, search for “Start Genealogy,” or just the word, “Start.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first article seems to match our search.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This article is not very long, but notice the blue text on the page. The blue text links to many other articles. These include guessing spelling variations of a family name, guessing places to search, and guessing the best types of records to use. To learn more about guessing a spelling variation for a name, click on the blue text. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This will send us to another article in the Wiki. Notice the contents box near the top of the page. For long articles, this contents box makes it easy to find information in the article without having to search the whole page. For example, if we click on “1.11 Translated immigrant surname,” we will be directed that portion of the article. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
For example, if we click on “1.11 Translated immigrant surname,” . . .  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
. . . we will be directed that portion of the article. 



3. How to Edit and Contribute Articles



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whether one is interested in creating a new article, or editing an existing article, the first step is to sign in as a registered user in the Wiki. Search for the desired title of the article. Type a subject or title in the search box [Click for highlight box] [Click to “Type” Clinton Indiana] then click, “Search.”



Clinton Indiana

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, search for the desired title of the article. Type a subject or title in the search box [Click for highlight box] [Click to “Type” Clinton Indiana] then click, “Search.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If no article exists with the desired title or subject, click on the red words at the top of the page to create a new page. Remember that the new page title will appear exactly as it was typed into the search box. To learn more about properly naming new articles, see https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Name_a_new_article



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this case, there is no need to create a new article for this search. Notice how two articles exist with very similar names. Duplicate articles can be avoided by first searching for an article topic before creating a new article.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The date the articles were created are also included in the search results. We will look at the article that was created first. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This article is very short, and does not contain much information. First we will discuss how to edit this article. Second, we will show how to link this article to the later-dated article. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice that the word edit appears in two places. The word “Edit” on the page next to the heading “Introduction” means that we will only be able to edit the text below that heading. The word “Edit” located in the sidebar will allow the user to edit the entire page. Because we are interested in editing the entire page, we will use the sidebar edit option. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice that the title at the top of the page has changed to “Editing Clinton County, Indiana Research.” Also, a box containing several icons appear at the top of the page. These appear on the page when the user is in the editing mode. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This page is helpful, but could contain links to other pages to be more helpful. For example, we could include a link to the Frankfort Community Public Library website. To link this page to the website for the Frankfort Community Public Library, first highlight the text where you want to add the link. If the text does not already exist on the page, first type, and then highlight the desired text.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, click on the “Insert/Edit Link” icon. It appears to be a tiny Earth with two chain links in front of it.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After clicking on the “Insert/Edit Link” icon, a new window will appear on the screen. Type or paste in the website address, or URL into the “Link” box, and click “OK.” Make sure that the address includes “http://” or the link will not work.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice how the words “Frankfort Community Public Library” are now colored blue, and underlined. After saving the changes made to this page, users will be able to click on this link to visit the Frankfort Community Public Library website.



Added Link

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To save this page, scroll to the bottom of the page to locate the “Save page” button. You may choose to add some text in the “Summary” box to describe the changes you made to the page before saving the page.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice the blue box and arrow next to the blue text “Frankfort Community Public Library.” These words have now become a link to the another website.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember those two articles with very similar names?  These articles are similar, but not exactly the same. To add a link from one of these articles to the other, a user will follow the same instructions used to add a link to another website.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the “editing” mode for the same page, we can add more information, or link to the other page on Clinton, Indiana. First, we need to include some text.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlight the words that you want to link to another article in the Wiki, and then click on the “Insert/Edit Link” icon



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Type the exact name of the page you want to link to, including capitol letters and punctuation, and then click “OK.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once the page is saved, a link will have been added to another article in the FamilySearch Wiki. To save this page, scroll to the bottom of the page to locate the “Save page” button. You may choose to add some text in the “Summary” box to describe the changes you made to the page before saving the page.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice the difference between the external link the top of the page, and the internal link at the bottom of the page. External links will send the user to a different website. Internal links will send users to other articles within the FamilySearch Research Wiki.



wiki.familysearch.org (no www.)
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