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Collection-specific Search Strategies 

Lise Embley 

Director, Williamsburg Family History Center 

Search Considerations  
 What records are included (or excluded). 

 Which fields are indexed. 

 Collection size and update date. (Displayed in Browse all published collections mode.) 

 How the search engine interprets your search criteria. 

 Other websites where the same/similar collections are found.  

Search Strategies 
 Search a specific collection (1870 census) to answer a specific question (e.g., “Where was Adam 

Loewinger living in 1870?) or if you are having difficulty finding someone in a particular record.  

 Search broadly using the main search landing page to begin documenting someone’s life or to 

expand your search.  

 

Search all collections from main page. 

 Search here occasionally (“fishing”). 
 Enter key words in Collection Title 

box to see what collections exist. 
– E.g., “Virginia Mar” yields one 

Virginia and two West Virginia 
marriage collections.  

– Do not press [Enter] unless you 
type the exact collection title. 

 Browse published collections to 
identify options/limitations for 
intentional searching (“hunting”). 

 

Read collection descriptions, wiki. 

 Basic information about what is 
included, percent completed.  

 Learn more link leads to wiki. 

 

Review coverage tables/maps. 

 Counties and dates covered in this 
collection. (Other years may be 
available in other collections, may 
never have been filmed/digitized, or 
may not exist.) 

 Some collections combine multiple 
record types. Coverage tables give 
details. 



Collection-specific Search Strategies Page 2 July 2016 
 

Michigan Deaths: FamilySearch, Ancestry, and SeekingMichigan 

 

FamilySearch  

Covers 1921-1952, which combines 
Michigan Historical Center’s 1921-

1947 and 1948-1952 collections. 

Index only on FamilySearch. Index 
and images on SeekingMichigan. 

 

Ancestry 

Years 1942-1952 are not included but 

are available on FamilySearch. 

Includes index to 1867-1897, which is 
also found on the Michigan Dept of 
Health and Human Services site but 
NOT SeekingMichigan. 

 

Michigan Historical Center 

Found at SeekingMichigan.org. 

Site Includes state census records, 
Civil War records and photos, 
lighthouse records, as well as death 
records. 

 

Pennsylvania Marriages: FamilySearch and Lackawanna County website 

 

FamilySearch 
Covers 1885 (when law was enacted) 
until 1950. 

 

Lackawanna County Register of Wills 
/ Clerk of Orphan Court  

Quirky website has records images. 
Includes wills, probates, other 
records.  

 

Williamsburg Family History Center 
2017 Newman Road, Williamsburg, Virginia 
757.220.0266 during center hours 
757.903.5706 when the center is closed 

 

 


