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Search Considerations
e Whatrecordsare included (orexcluded).
e Whichfieldsareindexed.

e Collectionsizeand update date. (Displayed in Browse all published collections mode.)

e How thesearch engineinterprets yoursearch criteria.

e Otherwebsites where the same/similar collections are found.

Search Strategies

e Searcha specificcollection (1870 census) to answer a specificquestion (e.g., “Where was Adam
Loewingerlivingin 18707?) or if you are having difficulty finding someone in a particularrecord.

e Searchbroadly usingthe mainsearch landing page to begin documenting someone’slifeorto

expand yoursearch.

Search Historical Records Research By Location
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Search all collections from main page.

e Search here occasionally (“fishing”).

e Enter keywordsin CollectionTitle
box to see what collections exist.

— E.g.,“VirginiaMar” yields one
Virginiaand two West Virginia
marriage collections.

— Do not press [Enter] unlessyou
type the exact collection title.

e Browse published collections to
identify options/limitations for
intentional searching (“hunting”).
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Read collection descriptions, wiki.
e Basicinformation aboutwhatis
included, percentcompleted.

e Learn more ¥ link leads to wiki.

Review coverage tables/maps.

e Countiesand dates covered in this
collection. (Otheryears may be
available in other collections, may
neverhave been filmed/digitized, or
may not exist.)

e Some collections combine multiple
record types. Coverage tables give
details.
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Michigan Deaths: FamilySearch, Ancestry, and SeekingMichigan

Michigan Death Certificates, 1921-1952
Description
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Search Collection
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FamilySearch

Covers 1921-1952, which combines
Michigan Historical Center’s 1921-
1947 and 1948-1952 collections.

Index only on FamilySearch. Index
and images on SeekingMichigan.

Michigan; Death Records, 1867-1950
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Ancestry

Years 1942-1952 are notincluded but
are available on FamilySearch.
Includesindex to 1867-1897, whichis
alsofound on the Michigan Dept of
Health and Human Servicessite but
NOT SeekingMichigan.

¥ f Search Digital Archive

Find results with

Michigan Historical Center
Found at SeekingMichigan.org.

Site Includes state census records,
Civil Warrecords and photos,
lighthouse records, as well as death
records.

Pennsylvania Marriages: FamilySearch and Lackawanna County website

Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950
Description
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FamilySearch
Covers 1885 (when law was enacted)
until 1950.
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Lackawanna County Register of Wills
/ Clerk of Orphan Court

Quirky website has records images.

Includes wills, probates, other
records.

Williamsburg Family History Center

2017 Newman Road, Williamsburg, Virginia
757.220.0266 duringcenterhours
757.903.5706 whenthe centerisclosed
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