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FamilySearch.org	
  Search	
  Strategies:	
  
Hunting	
  versus	
  Fishing	
  

	
  

“Fishing”	
  Strategies	
  
• Main	
  screen	
  search	
  
with	
  “narrowing”	
  
options	
  

• “Search	
  Records”	
  from	
  
within	
  the	
  Family	
  Tree	
  

	
  

Main	
  Search	
  Screen	
  
Sign	
  in	
  to	
  have	
  greatest	
  
access	
  to	
  images.	
  	
  (Sign	
  in	
  
not	
  required.)	
  
Enter	
  basic	
  information:	
  
• First	
  Name(s)	
  	
  
• Last	
  Name	
  
• Birthplace	
  
• Birth	
  Year	
  	
  
(start	
  with	
  +/-­‐	
  2	
  yrs)	
  	
  

Too	
  many	
  results?	
  Add	
  
more	
  criteria,	
  narrow	
  
timeframe.	
  
Too	
  few	
  results?	
  Remove	
  
some	
  criteria,	
  broaden	
  
timeframe.	
  

	
  

Search	
  with	
  a	
  life	
  event	
  
“Activates”	
  fields	
  for	
  
additional	
  search	
  criteria:	
  
• Birth	
  
• Marriage	
  
• Residence	
  
• Death	
  
• Any	
  

	
  

Fields	
  are	
  “collapsed”	
  
unless	
  you	
  select	
  them.	
  
Option	
  to	
  limit	
  results	
  to	
  
just	
  collections	
  from	
  a	
  
specific	
  country.	
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Search	
  Records	
  
Searches	
  all	
  collections	
  
creating	
  search	
  criteria	
  
from	
  details	
  available	
  on	
  
Person	
  record	
  in	
  Family	
  
Tree:	
  
• Full	
  Name	
  
• Birth	
  Place	
  

• Birth	
  year,	
  	
  
buffered	
  +/-­‐	
  2	
  years	
  
	
  

	
  

Fairly	
  good	
  at	
  finding	
  
census,	
  military,	
  marriage	
  
records	
  for	
  men.	
  
Less	
  effective	
  at	
  finding	
  
records	
  for	
  women.	
  	
  Does	
  
not	
  account	
  for	
  married	
  
name.	
  
Good	
  way	
  to	
  quickly	
  add	
  
source	
  citations	
  for	
  US	
  
census	
  records.	
  
Option	
  to	
  export	
  search	
  
results.	
  

	
  

“Hunting”	
  Strategies	
  
Scroll	
  to	
  bottom	
  of	
  main	
  
Search	
  screen	
  to	
  see	
  list	
  of	
  
continents/geographies.	
  
	
  

• Browse	
  list	
  of	
  all	
  
collections.	
  

• Select	
  a	
  single	
  
collection	
  to	
  search.	
  	
  

• Search	
  more	
  precisely.	
  	
  
	
  

Start	
  by	
  selecting	
  
geography	
  or	
  “Browse	
  All	
  
Published	
  Collections.”	
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